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In the Claims : 

1- (currently amended) A wear assembly for an excavator 
comprising: 

a base component te-be fixed to the excavator and including a nose; 

a wear component having a wearable surface and a cavity to receive the 
nose, the wear and base components including aligned holes to form an opening 
having a peripheral shape; and 

a lock removably received in the opening for releasably holding the wear 

component to the base component, the lock induding[[:]] a body and a locking 

member mounted to the body for rotational movement about an axis between a 

release position and a locking position, the body and the locking member 

cooperatively defining an outline shape atKnit_the_axis with the locking member 

in the release position so that , the lock is received within the peripheral shape of 

for receipt m the openin g; and the locking member being^ecu*^ 

movement limited to rotation about an ax is when inserted therein generally in an 

axial direction, the locking member including q tab that if) within the outline 

ohopo when the locking member is in tho release position and is being at least 

partially outside of the outline shape when tho locking member is in the locking 

position such that at least part of the teb locking member sets opposite an inner 

surface of the wear component to prevent removal of the lock from the openings 

and die body and the locking member cooperatively defining an axial depth that 
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is the same in each of the release and l ocking positions so as to position the lock 
ii\ each said hole when the lock is installed in the opening free of substantial axial 
pressure . 

Claim 2 (canceled), 

3. (original) The wear assembly of claim 1 wherein the body 
includes a rigid part and a resilient part, and the resilient part engages the 
locking member to releasably retain the locking member in the release and 
locking positions, 

4. (original) The wear assembly of claim 3 wherein the locking 
member includes a shank having a non-<ircuiar cross sectional configuration, the 
resilient part of the body includes a hole for receiving the shank, the resilient part 
is in a relaxed state when the locking member is in the release and locking 
positions, and the resilient part is in a stretched state when the locking member is 
moving between the release and locking positions. 

5. (original) The wear assembly of claim 1 wherein the locking 
member includes a head engageable by a tool for rotating the locking member 
between the release and locking positions. 

6. (original) The wear assembly of claim 5 wherein the head 
includes at least one ledge for engagement by a tool for axially pulling the lock 
from the opening. 
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7. (original) Hie wear assembly of claim 1 wherein the body and 
the lodking member each includes a bearing surface, and wherein, in the locking 
position, the bearing surface of the body engages the wear component and the 
bearing surface of the locking member engages the base component 

8. (original) Hie wear assembly of claim 7 wherein the bearing 
surface of the locking member is spaced from the bearing surface of the body a 
first distance in the release position and a second distance in the locking position, 
wherein the second distance is greater than the first distance so that the lock 
tightens the fit of the wear component on the base component when the locking 
member is moved to the locking position. 

9. (currently amended) The wear assembly of claim 1 wherein 
the wear component includes a sidewaU having an inner face and an outer face 
defining the thickness of the sidewall, the hole in the wear component is defined 
in the sidewall by a peripheral edge wall, and the peripheral edge wall has (1) a 
rear portion with a bearing face that extends substantially the entire distance 
between the inner and outer faces to contact the lock and thereby retain the wear 
component on the base component and (2) a relief portion defined by (i) a stop 
wall having a thickness that is less than that thickness of the sidewall and (ii) a 
recess between the stop wall and the inner surface of the sidewall for receiving at 
least a portion of the locking member that extends outside_of_the outline shape 
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the tab of the lock when the locking member is moved to the locking position to 
thereby prevent removal of the lock from the opening 

10. (currently amended) A wear assembly for an excavating 
operation comprising: 

a base component to be fixed to an excavator and including a nose; 

a wear component; and 

a lock for releasably holding the wear component to the base component; 

the wear component including a wearable surface, a cavity adapted to 
receive the nose of the base component, at least one sidewall having an inner face 
and an outer face defining the thickness of the sidewall, and a hole defined by a 
peripheral edge wall in the sidewall to receive a lock to hold the wear component 
to the base component the peripheral edge wall having (1) a rear portion with a 
bearing face that extends substantially the entibne distance between the inner and 
outer face to contact the lock and thereby retain the wear component on the base 
component, and (2) a relief portion defined by (i) a stop wall having a thickness 
that is less than that thickness of the sidewall and (ii) a recess between the stop 
wall and the inner surface of the sidewall for receiving a movable tab of the lock 
and thereby retaining the lode 

Claims 11-14 (canceled). 

15. (currently amended) The A lock of claim 11 wherein for 
releasably coupling a wear_cqinppnerit to anjexcavator^thejock comprising a 
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body and a #he locking member m olud o o secured to the body for movement 
betwegna release position and a locking position, the locking: member including 
a shank having a non-circular cross sectional configuration, the body including a 
the resilient part of the body includes having a hole for receiving the shank, the 
resilient part is being in generally a relaxed state when the locking member is in 
the release and locking positions, and the resilient part is being in a stretched 
state when the locking member is moving between the release and locking 
positions. 

16. (currently amended) The lock of claim 14 15 wherein the 
body furthe rJtodudes a rigid part of the bo dy that defines a cavity into which the 
resilient part is received. 

17. (currently amended) The lock of claim H 16 wherein the rigid 
part includes a front surface and a rear surface, and the rear surface has a longer 
axial extension than the front surface. 

18. (currently amended) The lock of claim H 15 wherein the 
locking member includes a head engageable by a tool for rotating the locking 
member between the release and locking positions. 

19. (original) The lock of claim 18 wherein the head includes a pair 
of opposite ledges for engagement by a tool for axially pulling the lock from the 
opening in the wear and base components. 
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20, (currently amended) The A lock of claim 11 for attaching a 
wear compc^entjto a base component far use in a digging operation, the lock 
comprising a body and a locking member secured to the body for movement 
between a release position md_a_Iock^osition J wherein the body and the locking 
member each includes a bearing surface, and wherein, in the locking position, 
the bearing surface of the body engages the wear component and the bearing 
surface of the locking member engages the base componen t whenanjhe bearing 
surface of the locking mgnibgrjs^eacgdfrom the bearing surface of the body a 
firaLdistance in the release position and a second distance in the locking position. 
and wherein the second distance is greater than the first distance so that the lock 
tightens the fit of the wear_<^ironent_Qn,the base component when the locking 
member is moved to the locking position. 

Claim 21 (cancelled), 

2Z (previously presented) A lock for releasably coupling a wear 
component to a base component in an excavating operation, the wear and base 
components including aligned holes to form a lock receiving opening, the lock 
comprising: 

a body and a locking member mounted to the body for movement 
between a release position and a locking position, the body and locking member 
cooperatively defining an outline shape with the locking member in the release 
position for receipt in the lock receiving opening; 
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the body including a rigid part and a resilient part 

the locking member being secured to the body for rotational movement 
about an axis between the release position and the locking position, the locking 
member including a shank along the axis and a tab that is within the outline 
shape when the locking member is in the release position and is at least partially 
outside of the outline shape when the locking member is in the locking position 
such that at least part of the tab sets opposite an inner surface of the wear 
component to prevent removal of the lock from the components; and 

wherein the resilient part of the body includes a hole for receiving the 
shank to thereby releasably retain the locking member in the release and locking 
positions. 

23. (original) The lock of claim 22 wherein the shank has a non- 
circular cross sectional configuration and the hole in tiie resilient part receives 
the shank in a relaxed state when the locking member is in the release and 
locking positions, and in a stretched state when the locking member is moving 
between the release and locking positions. 

24. (original) The lock of claim 22 wherein the body includes 
bearing surfaces to contact the wear component and the base component to 
prevent removal of the wear component from the base component. 

25. (original) The lock of claim 24 wherein the rigid part of the 
body defines a cavity into which the resilient part is received, 
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26, (original) The lock of claim 25 wherein the rigid part has a front 
surface and a rear surface, and the rear surface has a longer axial extension than 
the front surface. 

27. (original) The lock of claim 22 wherein the locking member 
includes a head for rotating the locking member between the release and locking 
positions, and includes a pair of opposite ledges for engagement by a tool for 
axially pulling the lock from the opening in the wear and base components. 

28, (original) The lock of claim 22 wherein the body and the locking 
member each includes a bearing surface, and wherein, in the locking position, 
the bearing surface of the body engages the wear component and the bearing 
surface of the locking member engages the base component 

29. (original) The lock of claim 28 wherein the bearing surface of 
the locking member is spaced from the bearing surface of the body a first 
distance in the release position and a second distance in the locking position, and 
wherein the second distance is greater than the first distance so that the lock 
tightens the fit of the wear component on the base component when the locking 
member is moved to the locking position. 

Claims 30-31 (canceled). 

32. (currently amended) The A lock of claim 31 wherein for 
relcasably coupling a wear component to an excavator, the lock comprising a 
body and a locking member secured to the body for movement between a release 
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position and ajocking position, wherein theJ^yLindudjes a resilient part and 
the resilient part engages the locking member to releasably retain the locking 
member in the release and locking positions and, wherein the locking member 
includes a shank having a non-circular cross sectional configuration, the resilient 
part of the body includes a hole for receiving the shank, the resilient part is in a 
relaxed state when the locking member is in the release and locking positions, 
and the resilient part is in a stretched state when the locking member is moving 
between the release and locking positions. 

33. (currently amended) : BNe A lock of claim 30 - wherein for 
releasably coupling a wear component to an excavator, the lock comprising a 
body and a locking member secured to the body for movem^ 

position and a locking position, wherein the body and the locking member each 
includes a bearing surface, and wherein, in the locking position, the bearing 
surface of the body engages the wear component and the bearing surface of the 
locking member engages the base component 

34. (original) The lock of claim 33 wherein the bearing surface of 
the locking member is spaced from the bearing surface of the body a first 
distance in the release position and a second distance in the locking position, 
wherein the second distance is greater than the first distance so that tile lock 
tightens the fit of the wear component on the base component when the locking 
member is moved to the locking position. 
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Claim 35 (canceled). 

36. (previously presented) A lock for releasably coupling a wear 
component to a base component in an excavating operation, the wear and base 
components including aligned holes to form a lock receiving opening, the lock 
comprising: 

a body and a locking member mounted to the body for movement 
between a release position and a locking position, the body and the locking 
member cooperatively defining an outline shape with the locking member in the 
release position for receipt in the lock receiving opening; the locking member 
including a head for rotating the locking member between the release and 
locking positions, and including a pair of opposite ledges for engagement by a 
tool for axialiy pulling the lock from the lock receiving opening; and 

the locking member being secured to the body for rotational movement 
about an axis between a release position and a locking position, and including a 
tab that is within the outline shape when the locking member is in the release 
position and is at least partially outside of the outline shape when the locking 
member is in the locking position such that at least part of the tab sets opposite 
an inner surface of the wear component to prevent removal of the lock from the 
components. 

37. (original) The lock of claim 36 wherein the head further 
includes a retaining wall extending from each ledge to position the tool for 
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pulling the lock from the lock receiving opening, and wherein at least a portion 
of the retaining wall is unopposed by another surface of the lock for coupling of 
the tool to the lock. 

38. (original) The lock of claim 36 wherein the body includes 
bearing surfaces to contact the wear component and the base component to 
prevent removal of the wear component from the base component. 

39. (original) The lock of claim 36 wherein the body includes a rigid 
part and a resilient part, the resilient part engaging the locking member to 
rekasably retain the locking member in the release and locking positions. 

40. (original) The lock of claim 36 wherein the body and the locking 
member each includes a bearing surface, and wherein, in the locking position, 
the bearing surface of the body engages the wear component and the bearing 
surface of the locking member engages the base component. 

4L (original) The lock of claim 40 wherein the bearing surface of 
the locking member is spaced from the bearing surface of the body a first 
distance in the release position and a second distance in the locking position, 
wherein the second distance is greater than the first distance so that the lock 
tightens the fit of the wear component on the base component when the locking 
member is moved to the locking position. 

42. (currently amended) A wear component for an excavating 
operation, the wear component comprising a wearable surface, a cavity adapted 
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to receive the nose of the base component, at least one sidewall having an inner 
face and an otiter face defining the thickness of the sidewall, and a hole defined 
by a peripheral edge wall in the sidewall to receive a lock to hold the wear 
component to the base component, the peripheral edge wall having (1) a rear 
portion with a bearing face that extends substantially the entire distance between 
the inner and outer face to contact the lock and thereby retain the wear 
component on the base component and (2) a relief portion defined by (i) a stop 
wall having a thickness that is less than that thickness of the sidewall and (ii) a 
recess between the stop wall and the inner surface of the sidewall for receiving a 
movable tab of the lock and thereby retaining the lock. 

43. (new) The lock of claim 15 wherein the hole and shank each have a 
generally square cross-sectional shape, 

44. (new) A wear assembly for attachment to an excavator, the wear 
assembly comprising a base fixed to the excavator, a wear part including a cavity 
to receive the base, and a lock to releasably hold the wear part to the base, 

the base including a first hole and the wear part including a second hole in 
communication with the cavity and generally aligned with the first hole when 
the base is received in the cavity, the first and second holes collective defining an 
opening for receiving the lock which is inserted in the opening along a first axis, 
the opening defining a first outline shape about the first axis, 
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the lock having (i) a second axis which is generally parallel to the first axis 
when the lock is inserted into the opening, (ii) a second outline shape that 
conforms to the first outline shape to permit the lock to be placed into the 
opening in a first orientation, and which is partially outside of the first outline 
shape in a second orientation of the lock rotationally displaced from the first 
orientation, and (iii) an axial depth that that remains the same in the first and 
second orientations so that the lock is free of substantial axial pressure when 
installed in the opening. 

45. (new) The wear assembly of claim 44 wherein the lock includes a 
body and a locking member movably secured together for rotation about the 
second axis, the locking member being rotated about the second axis to define 
the first and second orientations. 

46. (new) The wear assembly of claim 45 wherein the body includes a 
resilient part having a non-circular aperture, and the locking member includes a 
non<ircular shank substantially conforming to the aperture and received into the 
aperture, the resilient part holding the shank in either the first or second 
orientation in a generally relaxed state and being stretchable to permit the 
locking member to move between the first orientation and the second 
orientation. 

47. (new) A lock for releasably coupling a wear component to an 
excavator, the lock comprising a body and a locking member secured to the body 
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for movement between a release position and a locking position, the locking 
member including a shank and the body including a resilient part having a hole 
for receiving the shank, the hole and the shank having conforming generally 
square cross sectional shapes, the resilient part being in a first state when the 
locking member is in the release and locking positions, and the resilient part 
being in a second state stretched relative to the first state when the locking 
member is moving between the release and locking positions. 

48- (new) A lock for releasably coupling a wear component to an 
excavator, the lock comprising a body and a locking member secured to the body 
for movement between a release position and a locking position, wherein the 
body and the locking member each includes a bearing surface, and wherein, in 
the locking position, the bearing surface of the body engages one of the wear 
component or the base component and the bearing surface of the locking 
member engages the other of the wear component or the base component, 
wherein the bearing surface of the locking member is spaced from the bearing 
surface of the body a first distance in the release position and a second distance 
in the locking position, wherein the second distance is greater than the first 
distance so that the lock tightens the fit of the wear component on the base 
component when the locking member is moved to the locking position. 
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